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ast year at the KCF's seminar it was identified that
Campbeltown needed a cultural / arts centre to meet the needs
of people in south Kintyre and that a culturally focussed website for
Kintyre would be useful. But what would they look like?
Recently, some of the committee of the KCF, along with Argyll &
Bute Council's Arts Development Worker, Eileen Rae and the
KCF's Project Worker, lain Johnston, went on a four day trip,
funded by the Scottish Arts Council, to look at
existing cultural / arts centres to get ideas of what
could be developed in Campbeltown & South Kintyre.
The group were impressed by the new Catstrand arts
centre in the town of New Galloway that uses
renewable energy for underfloor heating and has art
pieces built into the fabric of the building (an old
schoolhouse) and outside. A multi purpose building
including a theatre / cinema, that hosts classes by
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and
runs a community transport scheme amongst many
other activities.
The group learnt a lot about staging exhibitions from
the Gracefield Arts Centre in Dumfries that houses
two art galleries, workshops and a cafe.
In Peebles the group visited the Eastgate theatre and arts centre, a
compact multi purpose building (previously a church) that operates
as a hub for activities in schools and communities across the area.
The building housed a cafe, theatre / cinema and a meeting room
that doubled as a community gallery.
In Edinburgh the group visited the Scottish Storytelling Centre, a
newly purpose built building (built on the site of the Netherbow Arts
Centre) attached to the historic John Knox House. They enjoyed
the different spaces available from the open display / storytelling
area with the enchanting storytelling boxes (above), small intimate
thinking spaces, the landscaped garden area for outdoor talks and
storytelling to the theatre, conference, archive and learning rooms.
At the People's Story museum of social history the exhibits came
alive with authentic background dialogues playing with use of
reminiscence groups to create scripts of
conversation for real people
The North Edinburgh Arts Centre showed the
advantage of being purpose built giving space to
plan a large cafe, theatre, offices, workshops and
garden spaces. Uniquely a recording studio suite
for local people to develop their musical skills and
the words of the community's aspirations etched
on to the floor of the entrance.
In Inverness the Eden Court Theatre showed

Eastgate Centre

back to life with a colourful makeover that attracts all ages. A huge
complex of a cafe, two cinemas, two theatres and lots of display
areas. As well as many differently sized places for people to sit and
think and a nice playhouse for children.
As well as arts / cultural centres the group met with organisations
that could share their knowledge and experience like the Highlands
and Islands arts development agency Hi-Arts where they found out
about setting up a complementary culturally focussed
website for Kintyre. Comunn Na Ghaidhlig provided
information about opportunities for developing Gaelic
provision. Moray Council's Arts Development
Workers showed how they used the arts for tackling
anti-social behaviour as well as kindling an interest in
the arts in schools. The Scottish Arts Council (SAC)
gave the group an overview of how they were
merging with Scottish Screen to become a single
cultural agency and the opportunities for the KCF to
access resources, funding and knowledge.
What did we learn?
Most of the centres that we visited were multi
purpose incorporating facilities that complemented
existing facilities. They were managed and run by
enthusiastic staff and committees. The process of having the idea
to opening took several years and required support from key
agencies and financial support from the local councils.
With endless possibilities, a cultural / arts centre(s) could be: a
theatre, exhibition space, cafe, shop, nightclub, recording studio,
rehearsal spaces, workshops, conference facilities, accommodation
for artists, TV / radio studios, genealogy and archiving centres. Like-
wise there are many possibilities of the services that could go on in
and form a cultural/ arts centre(s) performances, rehearsals, tutor-
ing, recording, conferences, children's activities, storytelling, heri-
tage walks, archaeological digs, tourism, archiving, volunteering......
What now?
The next stage of the project is to get your views on how you might
use a cultural / arts centre(s) — as it may be more than one
building - and what you would like to go on in it?
The KCF would also like to know what you would
like in a culturally focussed website.
Our Project Worker will be carrying out an audit
of the needs amongst members on our database,
as well as relevant organisations and with the
general members of the public.
If you are not already registered with us or you
would like to work with us to develop these pro-
jects please get in touch — contact details below.

how a 1970's concrete building can be brought|  Gracefield Centre, Dumfries 01586 552034 / kintyreculturalforum@hotmail.co.

Weekly / Monthly Events
Kintyre Writers’ Circle: Meet 1st Wednesday and 3rd Saturday of every month, usually in Campbeltown Library
Argyll FM: Broadcasting from Campbeltown 24 hrs a day on 106.5, 107.1 & 107.7 FM to the West Coast of Scotland.
Templar Arts and Leisure Centre, Tarbert: Craft Fair every third Saturday of the month, 10am - 4.00pm
Campbeltown Picture House: Showing starts at 8pm, doors open 7.30pm every evening except Friday: Tel 01586 553899.

Tarbert Film Club: Films shown on the 2nd Saturday’s of every month at 8pm Sept - June.
Contact: Lisa Tuttle: 01880 820 063 or email: lisatutt@googlemail.com

Campbeltown Heritage Centre: Open Mon - Friday 11.30 am - 4.30 pm and Sunday 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm.
Prices £2.00 per adult, £1.50 concession & children under school age free. Contact: 07733 485 387.

Carradale Network Centre and Tearoom: Opening hours (winter) 11 am - 4 pm closed on Wednesdays & Thursdays.

Mull Theatre Present

KCF Rings in
Cultural Change

Brass Band 25th
Anniversary Celebrations KATIE MORAG

AMPBELTOWN Brass is proud to RAVEL on the ferry to

celebrate its 25" anniversary this Struay to meet one of
year. Past members and special|the best-loved characters
guests are being invited to join with the |in children's books + Katie
current band in a celebratory weekend | Morag McColl.
from Friday 20"+ Sunday 22" June.|Mull Theatre's successful
The weekend will begin with a|family show - Katie Morag, is coming to the
reception on the Friday evening where | Victoria Hall, Campbeltown, on Saturday May
past and present members can get|10th. Based on the popular books by Mairi
together. Highlight of the weekend will | Hedderwick, this original story, featuring loads of
be a Gala Concert in the Victoria Hall | original songs is specially written for the stage.
on Saturday, 21st with performances| Two American kids arrive with their dad to find
by Special Guest Artistes from the|their Scottish roots, but Katie Morag can®believe
brass banding world, Campbeltown | how spoiled they are + and the visitors can®
: - . Junior Brass, Andy’s Army (the band’s| believe there aren®shopping malls on Struay or
Eileen Rae, Eilidh McLaughlin & beginners group), pipe bands and|that their mobile phonesp\?vog't work! But as t¥1ey

L - R: Elaine Hemmings, lain Johnston,

Deirdre Henderson (Chair) choirs. The concert will feature a|become caught up in a treasure trail all over the
IVE members of the Kintyre Cultural massed band of past and present|island of Struay, Katie Morag and the visitors
Forum are pictured here ringing the members and special guests. There|soon learn that appearances can deceive...
City Bell of Edinburgh at the Storytelling will be band memorabilia on display | Come along and meet Eriska the horse and the
Centre in Edinburgh while on a research trip | throughout the concert. The weekend | Struay cats, stumble across ancient ghosts in
around various arts / cultural centres. They will close with an open-air concert on|spooky places, join in with the songs and help
also interviewed funding bodies to get fresh the afternoon of Sunday 22™ June if| Katie Morag find the answers to the riddles.
ideas as to what could be developed in|the weather is suitable. A Mull Theatre production, in association with
Campbeltown and Kintyre. For further details tel: 01586552041 Byre Theatre. Suitable for children aged four and
See report on the back page. or e-mail: jbgimc@tiscali.co.uk above + and their families. More details inside.

MOK Fest 2008 Line-up Announced MOK Pipe Band

HE 16™ Mull of Kintyre Music Festival ChamplonShlpS 2008

promises yet another musical line up to his cars _ much
please many tastes and age groups. While head- antici ){Slted Mull  of
lining at the Victoria Hall on Saturday 23™ with | pate
o . . . Kintyre Pipe Band
well known prolific artist Justin Currie of Del . .
L o - Championships on Sat
Amitri support act, Attic Lights introduces a new |,

- 17" May 2008 has not
up and coming Glasgow band, to Campbeltown onlv changed venue to
audiences. Justin who will be appearing with his . y 9
full band The Justin Currie Band, also tours as Klnlo_ch Green but_also

' promises to be bigger
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Justin Currie a successful solo artist.

. . " - . than ever.
Adding to the magic are Scotland’s top traditional band, Capercaillie who play their :
A 2 . - . . The organisers have
first gig in the Picture House on Saturday night also. This concert promises to be an lined u a  variet Skerryvore
unforgettable intimate experience and one the band are really looking forward to as entertainrr?ent from A)r/m Paintball in the
it will also be their first acoustic performance at the Festival. afternoon to a night tirr):e ceilidh with the
The Festival Ceilidh on Friday the 22" also in the Victoria Hall is a night that offers fantastic band Skerryvore from Tiree.
all the family an evening that goes with a swing. Skippinish, with accordionist The field opens at 10.00am with the competition
Angus MacPhail from Tiree and piper Andrew Stevenson from Lochaber leading the starting at 1.00pm .on Kinloch Green. The
band, have over the years built up a great reputation on the ceilidh scene. The afternoon pror.nises much more with a déncing
concert set will be provided by Scottish band Bodega who were formed in 2005 and display by James McCorkindale's School of

were voted best Traditional Act 2006. Dancing, a chanter competition (entry on day),
Including tuition on Thursday, a Grand bouncy castle, craft stalls, army paintball,
Parade, Doon the Green and the Festival various food stalls and a bar. The evening
Club on Saturday afternoon, along with Parade will be on Hall Street, Campbeltown at
champion brass and pipe bands the week- approximately 5.30pm following the event.

end promises to be packed with lots of fun. Skerryvore provide the music at the licensed
Anyone wishing to join the parade please dance in the Victoria Hall which starts at
phone 01586 552144, for an afternoon stall 8.00pm. Tickets costing £12.50 are available
phone 01586 553339 or to take part at the from The Chocolate Box, Jim Martin Supplies
tuition workshops contact 01586 552034. and A. P. Taylor, Main Street, Campbeltown.
You can also email:mokfest@hotmail.co.uk Under 18® are only permitted with a parent.

Or visit the website at www.mokfest.com Further details phone F Wylie at 01586 554112.

Capercaillie
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WHEN

May 2nd 7.30pm
May 7th 8.00pm
May 10th

May 10th 3.00pm
May 14th 5.00pm
May 17th 1.00pm
May 17th 8.00pm
May 17th 8.30pm
May 23rd - 26th
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EVENT
Brass Band Spring Concert
AGM and Cheese and Wine Evening
\Kintyre Way Relay Ceilidh Dance
Mull Theatre present: Katie Morag
‘The Singing Kettle present: Pirate Island
Mull of Kintyre Pipe Band Championships
\MOK Pipe Band Championships Concert
Charity Dance for Cancer Relief
Bell-Lawrie Scottish Sailing Series

May 24th String Driven Thing Concert

May 24th 7.30pm Caledon in Concert

May 25th MOK 1/2 Marathon & Run Ceilidh / Dance
May 29th \Vatersay Boys at Whitehouse

May 30th 8.15pm
May 30th - 31st
June 7th

June 7th 8.30pm
June 11th - 14th
June 13th 8.30pm
June 14th

June 14th

June 15th 6pm-late Caledonia Resteaurant Fathers day Menu
June 21st \Campbeltown Brass Gala Concert

June 28th Skipness Village Hall Family Dance

Vatersay Boys at the Vic

Kintyre Songwriters Festival

Kintyre Piping Society Concert and Ceilidh
‘Charity Dance for Local Radio

Kintyre Music Festival

“Les McKeowns Bay City Rollers” Concert
Tartan Army Sevens Dance
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“String Driven Thing” Back In Carradale
The “String Driven Thing” concert in Carradale Village Hall has
been rescheduled to May 24th. Support is provided by the
popular The Wild Sarachs, with guest appearances from Shanky's
Dooflicker + reunited after some twenty five years - and Moose's
Melodeon.
Vatersay Boys at Whitehouse
The Vatersay Boys have now confirmed that they will play at
Whitehouse Village Hall on Thursday May 29th. More info in Diary
Tartan Army Weekend Entertainment

The Twisted Melons have been booked to play at the Tartan Army
Dance which will be held in the Victoria Hall on Sat 14th June.
This event will finish off a weekend which includes a seven aside
football tournament and a concert with Les McKeowns Bay City
Rollers the previous night. Details on both evening events below.

KKintyre Music Festival Cup Winners Concert Campbeltown Grammar

(9(176/,67,1*

WHERE COST CONTACT
141 Recreation Club Donations B McCormick 01586552041
Whitehouse Village Hall NA R Reid 01880 820440
Tayinloan Village Hall £10 R Reid 01880 820440
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £6/£4 |Aqualibrium 01586 551212
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown various Aqualibrium 01586 551212
Kinloch Green, Campbeltown F Wylie 01586 554112
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £12.50 F Wylie 01586 554112
Stronvaar Bowling Club £2.50 A Robertson 01586 553206
Tarbert www.clyde.org
Carradale Village Hall £10.00 'S Cameron 01583 431 345

Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £11 & £9 01586 551212

Victoria Hall, Campbeltown TBC

Whitehouse Village Hall £10 R Reid 01880 820440
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown Sold Out | Johnston 01586 552034
White Hart Hotel Free & £5 www.kintyresongwritersfestival.co.uk
Campbeltown Grammar School W McCallum 01586 552508
Stronvaar Bowling Club £2.50 |A Robertson 01586 553206
Various venues in Campbeltown £2 per day D McEwan 01586 551141
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £17.00 01586 552740

Victoria Hall, Campbeltown campbeltownta@aol.com

D McEwan 01586 551141

Caledonia Restaurant TBC 01586 552123
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown TBC B McCormick 01586552041
Skipness Village Hall TBC  J Hunt 01880 820 272

Anyone wishing to take out an advert, have

Kintyre Music Festival

Kintyre Songwriters Festival

The Kintyre Songwriters Festival launches this year on May 30th -
31st with an amazing line-up of performers . The festival which
aims to showcase the rich vein of talent from Kintyre was originally
the idea of Ross Maclnness and Kenneth Gilchrist, who tragically
passed away in January this year. As a tribute to Kenneth, artists
will be performing a selection of his songs on the Saturday night.
Kicking off the festival on the Friday night in MacGochans will be
local talent including “A New Hope”, “Warehouse” and “The
Twisted Melons”, as well as many others. Entry is free.

The Saturday night moves to the White Hart hotel for the true
“songwriters” element of the festival, with performers playing their
own songs as well as selected cover versions, in a more relaxed
environment before finishing off with a mass band performance of
some classic songs. Tickets for this event are priced at £5.

Skipness Family Dance
The McAllister Trio, father Duncan and sons Alex and Archie will entertain you at
the Skipness Family Dance on June 28th at the village hall, also appearing is the
Campbeltown Pipe Band and highland dancers. Ticket price TBC.
Kintyre Piping Society Concert and Ceilidh

The Kintyre Piping Society is holding a concert and ceilidh in Campbeltown
Grammar featuring the Robert Wiseman Vale of Atholl Pipe Band and the
Hector MacFadyen Ceilidh Band. For more details see diary.

MOK 1/2 Marathon & Run Ceilidh / Dance
This year's after race ceilidh / dance will again feature The Wee Toon Tellers,
Kintyre Schools Pipe Band and Jamie G's disco. Tickets for this event are
limited due to the demand from race entrants.
Kintyre Way Relay Ceilidh Dance

The Archie John MacVicar & Ryan McGlynn duo and Meri Wrightson will
provide the entertainment at a Ceilidh-Dance in Tayinloan Village Hall on the
evening of the Kintyre Way Relay Run on Saturday 10th. Tickets are £10 and
include a buffet meal, more details in Diary.
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EVENT
Tarbert Seafood Festival
South Kintyre Art Group Annual Exhibition
Skipness Family Dance with Archie John MacVicar
Fun Day and Evening Ceilidh
Southend Highland Games
Charity Dance for Xmas Lights
Antique Craft Fair
Tarbert Fair
Campbeltown & Kintyre Agricultural Show
Skipness Family Dance with The Occasionals
Clachan Art Show
Charity Dance for Cancer Research
Mull of Kintyre Music Festival
MOK Festival Ceilidh with Skipinnish & Bodega
MOK Festival Capercaillie Concert
MOK Festival Justin Currie Band & Attic Lights
Connect Music Festival
Gigha Music Festival
KPS Springbank Invitational Competition
Kintyre Music Club: Triplicity - Soprano, Mezzo soprano & Piano
Tarbert Music Festival
September Ball
Charity Dance for Health Centre
Craft Fair

WHERE WHEN
Tarbert Harbour July 5th - 6th
Town Hall Council Chambers, Campbeltown July 18th - 26th

Skipness Village Hall July 18th
Clachan Village Hall July 19th
Southend July 26th
Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown July 26th

Campbeltown Heritage Centre
Around Tarbert

July 26th - 27th
July 31st-2nd

Anderston Park Aug 1st
Skipness Village Hall Aug 8th
Clachan Village Hall Aug 15th - 17th
Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Aug 16th
Campbeltown Aug 21st - 24th
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown Aug 22nd
Campbeltown Picture House Aug 23rd
Victoria Hall, Campbeltown Aug 23rd

Inveraray
Around Gigha

Aug 29th - 31st
Sept 12th - 14th

Argyll Arms Hotel Campbeltown Sept 13th
Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Sept 16th
Around Tarbert Sept 19th - 21st
Campbeltown Grammar School Sept 27th
Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Sept 27th

Campbeltown Heritage Centre

Sept 27th - 28th

their event included in the Events Diary or to
submit an article for inclusion in the Newsletter
please contact:
lain Johnston at 01586 552034 or
kintyreculturalforum@hotmail.co.uk

The Kintyre Music Festival for children of
pre-school, primary and secondary age takes
place in the Kirk Street Hall, the Lorne and
Lowland Hall, the Victoria Hall and the Argyll
Hotel from the 11th - 14th June. All the usual
classes are featured, but a new addition this
year will be Pipe Band Drumming. The Cup
Winners' Concert will take place in Campbel-
town Grammar School Hall. Admission for
adults to competitions will be £2 per day and
the programme covering all classes will be £5.

To the best of our knowledge, all details are
correct at the time of going to print.
The Kintyre Cultural Forum cannot be held
responsible for cancellations.

PIZZA « KEBAB « BURGERS » TOASTIES « BIPOTATOES
CEANN LOCH DINER

24 Bolgam Street, Campbeltown,
Kintyre, Argyll Tel: 01586 552123
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