
F ollowing successful applications to the  
Scottish Arts Council, Highlands and  

Islands Enterprise, Campbeltown Common 
Good Fund and Leader + the Kintyre Cultural 
Forum has now commenced with the needs 
Audit for a potential environmental cultural /  
arts /creative centre in Campbletown and a 
cultural based web site. 
 

The audit will be conducted by project worker 
Iain Johnston and will be done in stages.  The 
first stage will gather information using two 
quest ionnaires, one covering the  
potential users (artists, musicians, promoters) 
and the second, a survey of the potential  
audience to find out what people in Kintyre 
and visiting the area would like to see in the 
proposed centre. 
 

The KCF has already opened up preliminary 
discussions with national bodies to assist with 
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Weekly / Monthly Events 
 

Kintyre Writers’ Circle: Meet 1st Wednesday and 3rd Saturday of every month, usually in Campbeltown Library 
 

Argyll FM: Broadcasting from Campbeltown 24 hrs a day on 106.5, 107.1 & 107.7 FM to the West Coast of Scotland. 
 

Templar Arts and Leisure Centre, Tarbert: Craft Fair every third Saturday of the month, 10am - 4.00pm  
 

Campbeltown Picture House: Showing starts at 8pm, doors open 7.30pm every evening except Friday: Tel 01586 553899. 
 

Tarbert Film Club: Films shown on the 2nd Saturday’s of every month at 8pm Sept - June.  
                      Contact: Lisa Tuttle: 01880 820 063 or email: lisatutt@googlemail.com  

 

Campbeltown Heritage Centre: Open Mon - Friday 11.30 am - 4.30 pm and Sunday 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm. 
Prices £2.00 per adult, £1.50 concession & children under school age free. Contact: 07733 485 387. 

 

Carradale Network Centre and Tearoom: Opening hours (winter) 11 am - 4 pm closed on Wednesdays & Thursdays. 

Arts & Cultural Centre Audit Begins KCF Announce Poster 
 Distribution Service  
T he Kintyre Cultural Forum has  

recently launched a new poster  
distribution service around the Kintyre 
area.   
 

This pilot project costing £20 per  
delivery will distribute posters at all 
the KCF newsletter distribution outlets 
and public display boards. The ser-
vice will be bi-monthly and all posters 
should be delivered to KCF distribu-
tion office by 15th of the month.  
 

The months the service will be  
available are June, August, October, 
December, February and April.  
  

If you want to use this service or find 
out more about it contact Iain at  
 

Phone 01586 552034 or email 
 

kintyreculturalforum@hotmail.co.uk  
 

 

T his was a gig that 
more than lived 

up to the high  
expectations that 
went before.  
 

The night started with 
the unlikely reunion 
after 27 years of 
Shanky’s Dooflicker. 
Somehow they re-
wrote the script for 
acoustic covers, with their unique take on  
classics from Medicine Head, Zeppelin, Bad Co, Bowie 
and Yazoo. However, the high point of their set was the 
Incredible String Band’s “Empty Pocket Blues,” surely the 
best song ever about a kettle! 
 

Next up, The Wild Sarachs, got the crowd singing along 
with a varied selection of songs from Kintyre and beyond, 
leaving them wanting more.  
 

This was a return visit to Carradale for String Driven Thing 
and they nearly took the roof off the old hall with a set of 
classics from their 70’s heyday, highlights from last year’s 
“Moments of Truth” album, and a sneak preview of their 
next album, “Another Country”. Signing off with a medley 
of “Circus” and “Jack Diamond” they left the crowd roaring 
for more. 
 

Fuelled by Baker’s rolls, square - slice and tattie scones, 
the crowd was ready for some serious dancing when Syn-
tax hit their stride. This two-piece from Mid-Argyll played a 
great, soul-tinted set encompassing Marvin Gaye, Stevie 
Wonder, Bob Marley, Van Morrison and Sting covers.  
 

WB – 11th June 2008 

T he first ‘Kintyre Songwriters’  
Festival balanced formal and  

informal programming in a natural style 
that reflected respect and a unique  
musical focus beautifully. 

 

Kenny Gilchrist and Ross McInnes came up with the idea to organise a 
songwriters’ festival, but tragically Kenny died in January this year.  Ross 
and Kenny’s friends and family vowed to go ahead with the festival.  In 
doing so the organisers gathered together a varied and expert group of 
musicians and singers who are now inspiring and nurturing yet another 
musical ‘track’ of Kintyre’s history.  
 

Over the weekend of Friday 30th and Saturday 31st May over 15 artists 
took to the stages in two venues, McGochans and the White Hart Hotel.  
McGochans pub played host to a number of new bands at this free event.  
Saturday in the White Hart was a sell out gig in a relaxed atmosphere of 
appreciation, the outstanding array of singer / songwriters and musicians 
played their own compositions alongside Kenny Gilchrist’s and some  
cleverly chosen covers. 
 

Niall Brown compered and guided the audience appropriately through an 
emotional evening.  The Twisted Melons sound system sat perfectly along 
side an ingeniously fitted stage in the Dinning Room’s bay window and 
was enhanced by the creative lighting of Willie Durnan. 
 

The evening was warm and every seat was taken but considered  
programming with regular short breaks gave the audience and artists time 
to set up or chat and reflect on the music. Food was included in the £5 
price and even the £1 programme was entered in a draw. Festival  
organisers used the programme to express their appreciation to all  
involved and to say that all proceeds will go towards supporting Kintyre’s 
musical talent and to help fund future events. 
 

Overall the audience lapped up Kintyre’s talent and rose to the occasion 
in a rousing finale of singing, clapping and a few tears. 
If you want to find out more go to www.kintyresongwritersfestival.co.uk. 
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“String Driven Thing”  
ReviewsReviews  

both the needs assessment and to help deliver 
on the results of the audit.   
If you would like to contribute to the audit as an 
organisation, individual or both please email 
kintyreculturalforum@hotmail.co.uk or phone 
01586 552034 and Iain will either conduct the 
questionnaire or arrange a meeting for a more 
in depth interview.  We would like the audit to 
be as comprehensive as possible so please get 
in touch. 

 

String Driven Thing 

NEWS, VIEWS AND REVIEWS  

T ickets are now on sale for the 16th Mull of 
Kintyre Music Festival. Headlining with The 

Justin Currie Band, Capercaillie, Skipinnish, 
Jarlath Henderson & Innes Watson.  The event 
will again provide some the best in traditional 
and contemporary music around. From the 
Thursday music tuition workshops in the Kirk 
Street Hall to the Survivors night extravaganza 
concert in the Victoria Hall there is something 
happening at the weekend to suit everyone. 

 

The Justin Currie Band concert, which is all 
standing, in the Victoria Hall on the Saturday night provides an opportunity to revel in 
the songs of Del Amitri and as well as tracks from Justin’s solo career.  The support 
band offers a chance to hear one of Scotland’s hottest tipped bands Attic Lights 
who release their latest single “Bring You Down” in July on Island Records. 
 

The Picture House concert features Capercaillie returning for the third time, however 
this is their first time playing an acoustic set.  Singer and guitarist Rod Paterson  
appears for the first time as support. 
 

The Festival concerts start with the popular Young Folk Night 
which showcases the young musical talent and is followed on 
Fri 22nd with a Ceilidh featuring the debuts of Skipinnish 
and Bodega along with the welcome return of Gillian Frame 
and The Kintyre Schools Pipe Band to open the night. 
 

The Dalriada Connections Concert, provides a few  
surprises including a performance from Archie McAllister & 
Ross Kennedy playing for the first time together for nearly a 
decade. Lorne MacDougall opens the concert followed by  
Jarlath Henderson & Innes Watson who headline. Look out 
for your free miniature from sponsors Mitchell's Glengyle  
Distillery.  
1 
The legendary Survivors Night featuring many local bands 
brings the Festival to an end.  For more details see the advert 
& diary inside, email mokfest@hotmail.co.uk or go to the 
Festival website at www.mokfest.com 

Jarlath  
Henderson 

MOK Fest 2008 Update 

T HE KCF has just  
announced that they 

have been  successful in 
securing funding to start  
the second year of their 
long term plans.  
 

This will start with the 
continuation of the KCF 
Newsletter, a needs audit 
of groups and individuals 
who would potentially use 
an environmental cultural 
 / arts centre in Campbel-
town and a Kintyre wide 
web page.  
The KCF have also 
started a pilot project  
distr ibuting public ity  
posters for groups and 
individuals who are  
promoting events in and 
around Kintyre. 
More in depth details on  
the back page. 

KCF Project 
UPDATE 

Gigha Music Festival  
Announce line-up 

T he line up for this 
year’s Gigha Music 

Festival which runs from 
Sep 12th - 14th has just 
been announced and 
promises a feast of music. 
The Friday night concert in 
Gigha Village Hall head-
lines with the stunning  
guitar and mandolin duo 
“Wingin It” from Oban. 
Seylan Baxter & Cheyenne 
Brown will perform Scots 

song, cello & clarsach whilst Chris White plays solo on 
highland pipes & whistle. With guest local singers and  
the Gigha Festival Ceilidh Band completing the line-up.  
The Saturday night concert headlines with the great 
“Jock Tamson’s Bairns” featuring the vocals of Rod 
Paterson.  Look out for the Chris White Trio playing  up 
tempo Scottish pipes and fiddle, Siobhan Millar sings 
Scots song with the Susan MacFadyen Ceilidh Band 
playing lively west coast ceilidh music to end the night. 
Kay Johnston will MC both nights which promise to be a 
treat to concert goers. More information in the next issue. 

L ocal creativity is 
now in full flow 

as artists are busy 
finishing, selecting 
and framing works 
for their Annual  
Summer Exhibition. 
 

This year is special 
as it marks the twenty-fifth successive show of 
the South Kintyre Art Group. 
 

The hand-in day in the Town Hall is Wednesday 
16th July; the exhibition will be open daily from 
10am - 5pm from Sat 19th to Sat 26th July. The 
exhibition is open to all and up to four original 
works may be submitted for an inclusive fee of 
£4.00, (10% commission is charged on sales). 
 

All paintings must be handed in on the  
Wednesday, ready to hang and labelled on the 
back with artist’s name and title of work. 
 

This exhibition will feature, as it has for twenty-
five years, the much admired pictures of estab-
lished favourites, the work of developing and 
maturing painters and those of emerging talents 
to note and perhaps snap up on the ground floor. 

South Kintyre Art Group 
 

Annual Exhibition 

O nce again the MOK Fest 
will be providing free 

music workshops, this year in 
a new venue, the Kirk Street 
Hall. Come along on Thu 21st 
August and join in with the 
ever popular fiddle and newly 
introduced contemporary  
guitar workshops. 
 

Fiddle tutor Gillian Frame will 
be known to many from her 
appearances at the MOK Fest and Tuition  
Workshop Day four years ago with “Back of the 
Moon”. Originally hailing from Arran, Gillian is a 
professional tutor and well respected performer. 
 

The Contemporary Acoustic Guitar tutor is local 
musician Paul Johnson from the Twisted  
Melons.  Paul, who has tutored lead guitar at 
last year’s Careers Scotland Rock School event 
and has years of experience performing with 
both acoustic and electric guitar.   
 

To book a free workshop place please contact 
Iain on 01586 552034 or mokfest@hotmail.co.uk 
 

This year’s Grand Parade theme is “musical  
extravaganzas”,  we would like everyone to put 
on their thinking caps and have some fun.   
Whether you decide to choose an Andrew Lloyd 
Webber spectacular like “Phantom”, resurrect an 
old classic like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang or the 
Wizard of Oz, go western with Calamity Jane or 
Oklahoma everyone is welcome. 
To join the Parade contact 01586 552144. 

MOK Fest  
Workshops & Parade 

Gillian Frame 

NEWS, EVENTS, REVIEWS AND INFORMATION FROM AROUND KINTYRE 

Attic Lights 

Jock Tamson’s Bairns 
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Anyone wishing to take out an advert, have 
their event included in the Events Diary or to 

submit an article for inclusion in the Newsletter  
please contact:  

 

Iain Johnston at 01586 552034 or 
 

kintyreculturalforum@hotmail.co.uk 

Clachan Art Show 
 

Clachan will hold its annual Art Show on Aug 15th - 17th in the 
Village Hall.  This event which has been going for over thirty years 
has a hanging day on Aug 14th for anyone wishing to exhibit.  

 

Clachan Fun Day and Evening Ceilidh 
 

If you are looking for a fun day out head for Clachan on July 19th.  
Starting at 1.00pm there will be a barbeque, stalls, a craft fair,  
children's entertainment, games and even ‘flying haggis’.  In the 
evening at 8.00pm get your dancing shoes on for a licensed  
evening ceilidh with Archie John MacVicar. Tickets cost £6 for 
adults and £2 for school children. 
 

Carradale Auction & Family Dance 
 

Carradale Village Hall will be the venue for a Family Dance on Aug 
1st with The Fraser McGlynn Band. On Aug 23rd there will be an 
auction at noon with a drop off date of Aug 22nd between 4 - 6pm.  
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To the best of our knowledge, all details are  
correct at the time of going to print.   

The Kintyre Cultural Forum cannot be held  
responsible for cancellations.   
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WHEN EVENT WHERE COST CONTACT 

July 5th - 6th Tarbert Seafood Festival Tarbert Harbour Free www.seafood-festival.com 
July 18th - 26th South Kintyre Art Group Annual Exhibition Town Hall CC, Campbeltown  R Togneri 01586 552162 
July 18th 8.30pm Skipness Village Hall Family Dance Skipness Village Hall £6 & £3 J Hunt  01880 820 272 
July 19th Clachan Craft and Fun Day  Clachan Village Hall NA Z Weir 01880 740 637  
July 19th Clachan Fun Day Evening Ceilidh Clachan Village Hall £6 & £2 Z Weir 01880 740 637 
July 26th 6.00pm Southend Highland Games Southend £2 R Roland 01586 830 312 
July 26th 8.30pm Charity Dance for Xmas Lights Stronvaar Bowling Club £2.50 A Robertson 01586 553206 
July 26th - 27th Antique Craft Fair Campbeltown Heritage Centre  S MacAllister 01583 431 243 
July  31st - 2nd Tarbert Fair Around Tarbert Free 08707 200 624 
Aug 1st Campbeltown & Kintyre Agricultural Show Anderston Park  J Armour 01586 810 231 
Aug 1st 8.00pm Carradale Family Dance Carradale Village Hall TBC E Paterson 01583 431 363 
Aug 8th 8.30pm Skipness Village Hall Family Dance Skipness Village Hall £6 & £3 J Hunt  01880 820 272 
Aug 10th Southend Art Exhibition and Sale St Blaans Hall, Southend TBC S Paterson 01586 830 335 
Aug 11th - 15th  Art Show (Paintings of Mary Smith) Templer Hall, Tarbert Donations M Smith 01880 820 430 
Aug 15th - 17th Clachan Art Show Clachan Village Hall Free P Simson 01880 740 255 
Aug 16th 8.30pm Charity Dance for Cancer Research  Stronvaar Bowling Club £2.50 A Robertson 01586 553206 
Aug 21st 4 - 6pm MOK Fest Tuition Workshops Kirk Street Hall, Campbeltown Free I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 21st 7.30pm MOK Festival Young Folk Night  Campbeltown Heritage Centre £6 incl tea I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 22nd 8.00pm MOK Festival Concert / Ceilidh Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £14.00 I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 23rd 12 noon Auction  Carradale Village Hall  E Paterson 01583 431 363 
Aug 23rd 7.30pm MOK Festival Capercaillie Concert Campbeltown Picture House £25.00 I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 23rd 10.00pm MOK Festival Justin Currie Band Concert Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £25.00 I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 24th 2.00pm MOK Festival Dalriada Connections Concert Campbeltown Heritage Centre £10.00 I Johnston 01586 552034 
Aug 24th 8.00pm Survivors Night Concert Victoria Hall, Campbeltown £20.00 I Johnston 01586 552034 

Justin, appearing with his full band The Justin  
Currie Band, fronted Del Amitri in the eighties and 
as a songwriter he co-wrote many of their tracks, 
penning some of their most successful songs him-
self.  Del Amitri had great success with the hits 
“Nothing Ever Happens”, “Roll To Me”, Kiss This 
Thing Goodbye” and “Always The Last To Know”. 
   

From 2004 - 2006 Justin has regularly joined 
singer songwriters Eddi Reader, Colin McIntyre 
and Blazin' Fiddles to perform in Scotland as part 
of the project "With Strings Attached".  Recently he 

has toured as both a successful solo artist and with his full band, last year 
releasing his latest solo CD "What Is Love For" to critical acclaim.   
 

Attic Lights who feature at many festivals this summer have recently signed 
with Island Records and are currently recording their debut album.  

Mull of Kintyre Music Festival Concert 
Justin Currie Band / Attic Lights 

Justin Currie 
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24 Bolgam  Street, Campbeltown,  
Kintyre, Argyll Tel: 01586 552123 
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EVENT WHERE WHEN 

Gigha Music Festival Friday Night Concert Gigha Village Hall Sept 12th 
Gigha Music Festival Saturday Night Concert Gigha Village Hall Sept 13th 
KPS Springbank Invitational Competition Argyll Arms Hotel Campbeltown Sept 13th 
Kintyre Music Club: Triplicity - Soprano, Mezzo soprano & Piano Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Sept 16th 
Tarbert Music Festival Around Tarbert Sept 19th - 21st 
Skipness Village Hall Family Dance Skipness Village Hall Sept 26th 
September Ball Campbeltown Grammar School Sept 27th 
Carradale Duck Race Carradale  Sept 27th 
Charity Dance for Health Centre Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Sept 27th 
Craft Fair Campbeltown Heritage Centre Sept 27th - 28th 
Kintyre Music Club: Mike Bennet Brass Ensemble Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Oct 7th 
Charity Dance for Junior Pipe Band Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Oct 11th 
Harvest Ceilidh Clachan Village Hall Oct 18th 
Kintyre Music Club: Trio Ecossaise - Clarinet, Cello & Piano Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Oct 28th  
Skipness Village Hall Family Dance Skipness Village Hall Oct 31st 
Kintyre Music Club: Graeme McNaught - Piano Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Nov 18th 
Charity Dance for Leukaemia Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Nov 22nd 
Switching on of lights  Campbeltown Main Street Nov 27th 
South Kintyre Art Group Christmas Art Mart Town Hall Council Chambers, Campbeltown Nov 27th - Nov 29th 
Christmas Craft Fair Campbeltown Heritage Centre Nov 29th - 30th 
Kintyre Music Club: Christmas Concert Lorne & Lowland Church Hall Dec 9th 
Charity Dance for Various Causes  Stronvaar Bowling Club, Campbeltown Dec 13th 
Skipness Village Hall Family Dance Skipness Village Hall Dec 27th 
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Skipness Family Dances 
 

Skipness Village Hall hosts two family dances at the village hall in July and 
August, Archie John MacVicar plays on July 18th and Freeland Barbour with the 
Occasionals playing on Aug 8th.  Each night has an 8.30pm start with tickets 
priced at £6 & £3.  

Southend Highland Games 
 

This years Southend Highland Games will be held on July 26th from 6.00pm.  
The Campbeltown Pipe Band will be in attendance and there will be the usual 
stalls, beer tent and hot food.  This traditional event will feature many races for 
the youngsters with entry for the public set at only £2.00. Contact details for  
competitors and stalls are in the Diary.  
 

Heritage Centre Antique Craft Fair  
  
 

Campbeltown Heritage Centre will hold an Antique Craft Fair on the weekend 
of July 26th - 27th July.  Come along and enjoy the experience with the usual 
Heritage Centre’s teas, coffee, home baking and the homemade soup with 
crusty bread. For more information watch out for future press and poster  
advertising. 

Tarbert Seafood Festival 
With entertainment spread across two days the Tarbert Seafood 
Festival is not only for cookery and food enthusiasts but is a fun 
packed weekend for children and families.  Set around Tarbert’s 
natural harbour at the tip of Kintyre, it is now regarded as one of the 
area’s main annual events. The Festival includes a variety of  
entertainment, Boat Trips on Loch Fyne, a large variety of stalls, a 
Seafood Trail and a local country market.   
 

The arrival of the Seafood Queen and Princesses by fishing boat to 
be crowned heralds the start of the Festival.  From live bands, street 
entertainers, bouncy stuff, street entertainers, to mouth watering 
cookery demonstrations and a traditional boat rally there is sure to 
be something for everyone at the Tarbert Seafood Festival. 
 

This year sees the return of two Festival favourites with cookery 
demonstrations by celebrity chef Nick Nairn and live music provided 
by Esther o’ Connor. 


